book contains a vast number of useful tables, figures and illustrations. As well as providing sensible advice on the common problems faced it also successfully distils the important aspects of less common problems faced by the critical care physician. The referencing is remarkably current for a textbook of this size. The book is highly recommended for those who wish to care for critically ill children in a safe and effective manner.
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A The third edition contains basic science topics such as adhesion molecules and tissue injury; research topics such as animal models for critical care research; monitoring aspects in ICU; and clinical topics such as ventilation of the severe asthmatic, management of the patient with fulminant hepatic failure, and noninvasive positive pressure ventilation, to name but a few.
All the chapters in the book are well-written, up-todate, state-of-the-art reviews of these topics, easily read and with recent references. I think this book will be of value for anyone with an interest in intensive care medicine, from specialists to trainees and examination candidates. STEPHEN A. EDLIN Perth, W.A.
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